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Hi Nikki and Sally, the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of May 29

and the WO410 tracking spreadsheet are attached. Please let me know if I

should set up a coordination meeting to go over the Snapshot since Monday

is a holiday or if I should go ahead and send it out. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management

303.236.0539
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 Prioritize other uses on 190,545 acres (73%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics based on mining

claims with anticipated development and other resource management priorities, mainly multiple vegetation

treatments for restoring habitat from pinion/juniper encroachment.

 69,430 acres (27%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Protective allocations include VRM class II, ROW exclusion, NSO for leasable minerals, recommended

withdrawal for locatable minerals.

 

 Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument administrative draft MMP-A/DEIS. Utah.

o AD Brief TBD. Staff pre-brief was held April 25.

o No issues. 471,700 acres contain wilderness characteristics. The draft MMP did not specifically address

management of lands with wilderness characteristics, however these lands receive incidental management in

the following zones:

 The primitive zone (281,800 acres) allows for an undeveloped, primitive, and self-directed visitor experience

without mechanized or motorized access.

 The outback zone (149,600 acres) is intended for an undeveloped, primitive, and self-directed visitor

experience, while allowing motorized and mechanized access on designated routes. Facilities are rare and

are provided only when needed for resource protection.

 The remaining lands with wilderness characteristics (40,300 acres) are in the front country and passage

zones which contain more facilities and are the focal points for visitation.

● Lewistown DRMP/DEIS. Montana.

o TBD. 

o No issues. 202,730 acres contain wilderness characteristics. 

 Prioritize other uses on 70,000 acres while not protecting wilderness characteristics. Underlying

prescriptions include open to mineral material sales, non-energy leasables, cross-country mechanized travel,

fluid minerals with minor constraints (CSU), and livestock; limited to designated routes yearlong; 400 acres

of ERMA prescription (potentially); and mostly VRM III.

 30,000 acres would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for other

uses (13,000 acres of ACECs and approximately 15,000-20,000 acres where actions are in place to protect

GRSG).

 100,410 acres (49%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other

multiple uses.

● Carlsbad Field Office DRMP/DEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD. 

 Update: WO212 has indicated Carlsbad anticipates a 1-2 year delay and New Mexico is submitting a

schedule change request for the plan.

 Issue: Discrepancies in acreages for lands with wilderness characteristics was found in DRMP/DEIS and range

from 24,072 to 41,772 acres. Carlsbad FO is revisiting the alternatives.

 WSR rationale: The Delaware River segment was not included in the Preferred Alternative because this area

has been identified as an area with high oil/gas development potential. Portions of the Delaware River

segment are currently leased for oil and gas development and are surrounded by state lands. Much of the

Delaware River segment carries protective allocations associated with the proposed Gypsum Soils ACEC

which is included in the Preferred Alternative C.
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● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o No issues. There are seven areas totaling 37,524 acres of wilderness characteristics.

 Prioritize other uses on 1,663 acres (4%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics.

 6,920 acres (18%) would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for

other uses. Travel limited to designated routes, closed to leasable minerals, avoid for saleable minerals and

ROW, minimizing impacts and requiring use of existing routes for forest product removal, and VRM III.

 28,941 acres (77%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Travel would be closed except as authorized, closed to leasable and saleable minerals, no new ROWs,

closed to forest product removal, and VRM II.
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